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Extended abstract
Background: The creation of sequence mosaics in the forest ecosystem, which begins with the
regeneration of life in the canopy, has a significant role in the spatial structure of forest masses
and can also provide the possibility of establishment of regeneration by changing the
characteristics of the soil. However, this relationship is two-way and awareness of it can be
effective in the better understanding of natural processes. Therefore, this research generally aims
to investigate and compare soil properties in the canopy and closed canopy of pure and mixed
beech stands.
Hyrcanian forests host critical habitats of oriental beech. Canopy gaps drive ecological succession
by altering soil biogeochemistry. This study investigates variations of soil properties in pure vs.
mixed beech stands. This study was conducted to evaluate changes in soil physical and chemical
p_ropertlies in open gaps and gaps under the canopy of pure and mixed beech stands in a series of
sixty plots.
Objectives: 1) Measuring changes in pH, organic carbon, total nitrogen, phosphorus, and available
potassium; 2) analyzing the interaction between forest stands and sampling location; and 3)
providing management strategies based on the findings.
Methods: The chemical changes in the soil layers of the canopy in the pure and mixed masses of
beech were investigated by choosing seven sample plots of 25 hectares (500 x 500 m) inside the
arcels 4, 5, 7, 15, 16, 17, and 18 of the series 1 sixty cleats, which were the same in terms of
ocation. After selecting sample pieces, eight canopy and eight closed crowns in pure and mixed
beech masses were selected for soil sampling. Soil was sampled from two depths of 0-10 and 10-
20 cm using a metal cylinder (diameter 8 cm). The average depth of the organic layer was
measured before taking the soil samples, and litter was collected at the site of each sample on a
surface measuring 20 x 20 cm. The chemical properties of the soil, including acidity, organic
carbon, nitrogen, absorbable phosphorus, and absorbable potassium, were measured after
transferring the soil to the laboratory. The parameters were measured according to ISO and Olsen
standards. Two-way ANOVA and Tukey’s test (SPSS v26) were used for statistical analyses.
Results: The soil properties, including acidity, total nitrogen, and absorbable potassium, at each
of the two depths in different positions of the canopy between the pure and mixed masses showed
significant differences, and the depth of the organic layer in the pure mass was significantly
different in the openings of the canopy less than those of the closed canopy. Among the
investigated variables in the organic layer, none of the measured properties, such as acidity,
organic carbon, total nitrogen, and absorbable phosphorus and potassium, were significant in
different situations of the canopy. The total nitrogen content in the mixed stand was 32% higher
than the pure stand, the total nitrogen in the 0-10 cm depth of the mixed stand (0. 28% + 0.03)
was significantly higher than the pure stand (0.19% + 0.02), and the potassium in the pure stand
was 33% higher. The absorbable potassium in the 10-20 cm depth of the pure stand (180 ppm =+
15) compared to the mixed stand (135 ppm =+ 12) showed a 33% increase. There was a 37%
decrease in the thickness of the organic layer, and the thickness of the organic layer in the open
spaces of the pure stand (3.2 cm + 0.4) was 37% lower than the under canopy (5.1 cm £ 0.6). A
phosphorus increase of 20% was seen in the gaps under the open canopy. The concentration of
absorbable phosphorus in the open spaces of the mixed stand was 20% higher than in the under-
canopy areas.
Conclusion: Over time, canopy lighting creates significant changes in the light and microclimate
conditions of the forest floor and changes the soil properties and the cycle of nutrients in the forest
soil. The formation of a canopy increases both the complexity of the canopy and the diversity in
the availability and cycle of tﬁe main nutrient elements in the soil, such as nitrogen, phosphorus,
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and potassium. These changes are very necessary for seed germination, survival, and growth of
forest floor plants. Openings accelerate nutrient cycling by increasing microbial activity and
canopy. The reduction of organic layering in these areas facilitates the establishment of canopy
species. Increased activity of decomposing microorganisms was observed in open gaps (due to
canopy and humidity). Litter accumulation and reduced mineralization were also observed under
the closed canopy. The formation of gaps increases both the complexity of the canopy and the
diversity in the availability and cycling of major soil nutrients, such as nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium. These changes are essential for seed germination, survival, and growth of forest floor
plants. Gaps accelerate nutrient cycling by increasing microbial activity and light transmission.
The reduction in organic layering in these areas facilitates the establishment of light-loving
species. Increased activity of decomposing microorganisms was observed in open gaps (due to
higher light and humidity). Litter accumulation and reduced mineralization were also observed
under the closed canopy. The formation of gaps accelerates the activity of decomposing
microorganisms and improves nutrient cycling (especially nitrogen and phosphorus) by
increasing light penetration by 30-40% and improving soil moisture. A 37% reduction in the
thickness of the organic layer in these areas creates optimal conditions for the germination of
li%ht—loving species, such as wild barberry (Berberis vulgaris).

The following management strategies are suggested based on the findings: Maintaining the natural

dynamics of open stands in mixed stands, 2) selective exploitation of pure stands with priority
given to areas with high regeneration density, and 3) five-year monitoring of nutrient
concentrations in open stands. These measures will contribute significantly to the preservation of
biodiversity and sustainability of Hyrcanian forest ecosystems.

Keywords: Beech forests, Canopy, Mixed stand, Nutrient elements, Pure beech, Shast Kalateh,
Soil characteristics,
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Table 1. Analysis of variances of chemical properties in different canopy conditions, including canopy gaps in pure
and mixed stands and closed canopy in pure and mixed stands
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Table 2. Comparison of the mean soil properties in the canopy gaps of pure and mixed beech stands and the closed
_canopy of pure and mixed beech stands
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In this table, the results of the post-hoc test for different canopy conditions are shown in uppercase English letters, and the results of the soil depth t-
test are shown in lowercase English letters. Different letters indicate a significant difference between the groups, and no letters mean no significant
difference between the groups.
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Table 3. One-way analysis of variance for the physical and chemical properties of the soil organic layer in different
canopy conditions
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Table 4. The comparison of means of soil properties in different canopy conditions of beech
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In this table, the results of the post-hoc test for different canopy conditions are shown in uppercase English letters. Different letters indicate a
significant difference between the groups, and no letters mean no significant difference between the groups.
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