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Figure 1. Geographical location of study areas (The photos on the right and left sides are from Google Earth and
depict the Nalas and Shiomere areas, respectively)
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Table 1. Standard forest fuel models (56) of study areas

(3w 83lo £g5 1S

Fuel type code

55w 03l 5 (S
Characteristics of the type of fuel load

oddodnlie u"‘)‘ Y
Observed land cover

NB1

NB3

GR1

TL4

GR4

TU1

u»ﬂ Je> d‘).g B8U b gw a3l
Insufficient wildland fuel to carry wildland fire.
b oo 5SS (59w S yd lalyd )
Maintained in nonburnable condition.
ol odds | sy Yleas! g 4545 woligS e
S e i gt S £
Grass is short, patchy, and possibly heavily grazed. Spread rate
moderate; flame length low.

ol I‘S )]aﬁ La sl L dlmd&i JaLZ x]a‘.u}ln )Lg

oS aled Job ol Ll ¢
Moderate load, includes small diameter downed logs. Spread rate low;
flame length low.

cyie +[5 393> bawgio 1) oSl yie ld dtgy e
Db ded Jobo Y oy jLizil &5
Moderately coarse continuous grass, average depth about 0.6 m. Spread
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1- Normalized Difference Vegetation Index
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Table 2. Variance analysis of different quantitative and fuel variables in various forest types
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Coefficient of variation Mean squared df Characteristic
0.72 23.12* 0.38 2 (%) (LS hds £lis)] Sl
Maximum vegetation height (m)
0.41 18.58* 0.11 2 (50) RS by 5] (1Sike
Average vegetation height (m)
0.26 1327 0.04 2 (o) (2L iy glis)) Sl
Minimum vegetation height (m)
0.15 22.76* 0.02 2 (p55hS) aelonsy g oor
1-hr fuel load (kg)
0.29 4.84* 0.02 2 (pSPLS) dicl Ve Ll g o2
10-hr fuel load (kg)
0.49 10.61* 0.08 2 (pToks) dieli Ve Co g o2
100-hr fuel load (kg)
0.56 213" 0.04 2 (p5k5) JS g oo
Total fuel load (kg)
151 25.44% 175 2 (pS5kS) S oY o>
Litter load (kg)
12.66 56.92* 221.94 2 (resBl) S5dY Gos
Litter depth (cm)
o 5lo) dipmw ol b
24, 80 153.7 2 (e sBlu) diz
50 6.89 53.78 DBH (cm)
3.06 54.89* 13.59 2 (s2e) &b s
Crown diameter (m)
5.29 9.76* 1152 2 () e g )
Tree height (m)

1 11.32% 10. 2 (%) b gl
510 3 058 Crown height (m)

2.17 2.28" 0.49 2 (2e) &5 £l )
Trunk height (m)
0.11 197 0.001 2 (pS5S) S Y 5 0139
Litter fresh weight (kg)

02 64 ) 2 (PSS welocssy Cogm v 5 (g
00 36 0.000 1-hr fuel load fresh weight (kg)
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10-hr fuel load fresh weight (kg)
0.11 2.10" 0.001 2 (P 5kS) S oY SuiS g
Litter dry weight (kg)
0.02 3.38 0.000 2 (PSS ol g e S35
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10-hr fuel load dry weight (kg)
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Total fresh weight (kg)
0.16 2.46™ 0.02 2 (pS9ks) JS Suis
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70.65 0.41™ 39.07 2 S by lsime 20>
Total fuel moisture content (%)
41.18 417" 100.03 2 S Y (s lsime 20
Litter fuel moisture content (%)
18.98 0.04" 0.29 2 elucSy Cigu o (g, (g Lo
1-hr fuel moisture content (%)
13.46 1.80" 11.12 2 el Ve Cgw p Ghagh; Sl Lo

10-hr fuel moisture content (%)
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Figure 2. Average quantitative and qualitative J)arameters in studied regions with varying percentages of veggtatlon
(g VDF: very dense forest, MDF: moderately dense forest, and OP: open Forest) gfa Average fuel load (kg.m?), b:

Average vegetatlon height (m) c: Average fuel tlme lag (kg m©), d: Average tof al fuel load (kg.m?), e: Average litter
depth (cm.m?), f: Average litter load (kg. m
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Table 3. Average (+ Std. Error) vegetation features of trees in the studied areas with various vegetation percentages

(%) a5 gl (5) &b glis)) (30) 3 glis)) (o) b kb (stoslo) Aol b S5 g5
Trunk height (m) Crown height (m) Tree height (m) Crown diameter (m) DBH (cm) Forest type
1.47+0.04 2.86°+0.24 4.32°+0.27 4.72°£0.09 19.53* + 1.28 D;?;'s‘e
1.77 £0.16 3.7+0.33 5.47%+0.38 3.76°+0.15 16.34" + 1.30 °?’jl b
Relatively dense
1.72+0.08 2.28°+0.12 4.00°+0.13 3.17°+0.09 14.3° £0.72 S
Sparse
1.66 + 0.06 2.79+0.14 4.46 £0.15 3.75+0.20 16.28 + 0.64 ol

L oo i o pd A0 Jleis ! mdaw (0 1) (6 )b gime glds (ilisen By
Different letters show a significant difference at the 95% confidence level
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Table 4. The average ( Std. Error) percentage of moisture content (MC) of fuel layers, litter and the entire study

areas
Voo gk gl wielo Ve b (dlgne S g slyore shob) e 8 g lyoe S g5
(Mo ) wislos Juoyd) (Mo ) wisls (Mo pd) S puisY (Ao ) Forest type
100-hr MC (%) 10-hr MC (%) 1-hr MC (%) Litter MC (%) Total MC (%)
5.10 +1.40 522 +£1.62 4,37 +£0.26 7.25 +2.06 6.74 £ 2,57 °9°j
Dense
3.23+£0.28 4.73 £0.62 4.25+0.31 3.69 £ 0.49 5.51+0.58 °’i’jl Gy
Relatively dense
- 3.16 £0.25 4.09+1.35 3.16 £ 0.36 4.02+0.33 S&
Sparse
4,17 £0.52 4.25 +0.47 4.25+0.43 4.44 +0.64 571+1.21 Total
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Table 5. Pearson correlation between the studied factors

Al
ataly sl pite Sl yiie
Dependent variables
10hftMC%  1hrtMC%  LMC% MC% LD LV TFL LF FL100 FL10 FL1 ln\;i;rfi)ggltéesnt
0.132"™ 0.171™ 0.326**  -0.059™  0.601**  0.463**  0.075™ 0.307™  -0.420*  -0.172"  0.591** ST;;
0.454* -0.019™ -0.067™  -0.075™  0.315* 0331**  0.118™  -0.509™  0.079™  0.110™  0.286** El (-:‘&\/Li:t)i‘on
0.621* 0.251™ 0.132" 0412  0.301*  0.411**  0214™ -0.412™ 0112  0.074™  0.241* Mégﬂ ks
2 s
0.363™ -0.085™ 0.153™ -0.122™  0.510**  0.350** 0.013™ 0.223™ 0.376™ -0.136™  0.458** Ero)vj\?r?
diameter
0.069"™ 0.182™ 0.192™ 0.143™ 0.202™ 0.089™ 0.139™ 0.836** 0.445* 0.159™ -0.080™ ;jéJhsz;ﬁl
-6 el
0.219™ 0.207™ 0.202™ 0.106™ 0.222™ 0.145™ 0.183™ 0.883** 0.370™ 0.182™ 0.007™ cCrgwn)
height
-0.268™ 0.033™ -0.008™ 0.038™ 0.009™ 0.109™ -0.016™ 0.176™ 0.027™ 0.119™ -0.091"™ gl

Trunk height
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** and * Significant differences at 99% and 95% confidence levels, respectively, ns: non significant difference.

FL1: 1-hr fuel load, FL10: 10-hr fuel load, FL100: 100-hr fuel load, LF: Live foliage, TFL: Total fuel load, LV: Litter load, LD: Litter depth, MC%:
Moisture Content (%), LMC%: Litter MC (%) ,1hrMC% :1-hr MC (%) ,10hrMC% :10-hr MC (%).
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Figure 3. Input layers for modeling fire behavior and spread in the studied areas (Right: Nalas, Left: Shiomere)
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Table 6. The area (in hectare and percentage) of fire behavior simulation classified maps using the FlamMap model
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Figure 4. Fire behavior characteristics map in Nalas (right) and Shiomere (left)
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Figure 5. Characteristics maps of FARSITE fire spread in Nalas region
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objective: The behavior, spread, and intensity of forest fires are heavily
influenced by the type and volume of fuels in a natural region, as well as topography and
climate. Assessing the volume of fuels in different forest canopies is very important for crisis

management and the prevention of possible fires. The purpose of this study is to determine the

amount and type of fuels and fire behavior of Iranian Northern Zagros forests in Sardasht
County in different forest densities.

Material and Methods: Therefore, according to the statistics of recent fires in Sardasht, the
study areas (Nalas and Shiomereh) were selected based on the percentage of forest vegetation

cover (open, relatively dense, and dense). In this study, one square meter samples were used to
measure the properties of fuels such as average vegetation height, 1-, 10-, and 100-hr time-lag
fuels, total fuel volume, and litter volume and depth. Study of fire behavior and spread in two
areas was performed using FlamMap and FARSITE fire models using slope, aspect, elevation,
fuel model, and canopy cover maps.

Results: The results showed that the total fuel volume in the studied forest areas is 3.9 kg/m?.
Also, the maximum 1-hr fuel volume was calculated in dense forest (Shiomereh). The highest

fuel volumes of 10-, and 100-hr time-lag fuels were observed in forest areas with relatively
dense canopy (Shiomereh). The calculation of the fuel moisture content percentage (FMC%)

also showed that forest areas with dense canopy have the highest amount of FMC% among
forest lands with relatively dense (Shiomereh) and open (Nalas) canopy. Also, comparison of
the real fire spot and the simulated fire spread map in the Nalas region with unintentional fire
(with open canopy) with a kappa coefficient of 0.83 was highly consistent and the model was
able to have a significant agreement with the actual extent of fire spread. The agreement
coefficient in the Shiomereh region with a dense and relatively dense canopy cover due to a
deliberate and controlled fire showed a 0.05 agreement.

Conclusion: These findings showed that in addition to the characteristics of the forest fuels, the
cause of the fire (intentional and controlled or accidental and unintentional) is also effective in
simulating the behavior and spread of fire. The results of this study can be used in firefighting,

crisis management, and many studies related to the study of fire behavior and management of
forest areas.

Keywords: Forest fire, Fire behaviour simulation, Fuel load, Fire spread rate
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