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Figure 1. Distribution and location of study are in the northern Zagros forest on Kurdistan and west Azerbaijan
provinces
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Table 1. Demographic features of studied villages
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Table 2. Job characteristics of studied villages
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Figure 2. Income from forest products (a), animal husbandry (b) and other sources (c) in northern Zagros villages
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Table 3. The average annual household pure benefit
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Abstract

Utilization of Forest products known as an important components of sustainable forest
management which could alleviate poverty rate of local communities. Zagros forest in the west
of Iran, has a significant role in local economy because producing unique marketable non-
timber products. These products provide considerable source of income and enhancing local
communities' commitment to forest protection. Quantifying their amount and market values is
necessary to understanding the contribution of these products in local livelihoods. This study
intended to survey the various sources of livelihoods of rural households and to determine the
share of forest products in family level livelihoods in northern Zagros region (Marivan, Baneh
and Sarvabad counties in the province Kurdistan, Piranshahr and Sardasht counties in West
Azarbaijan province). Data including family level incomes and costs from various sources was
collected using field observation, semi-structured questionnaires and interview with 220 rural
households. The most common forest products in the region were galls (Mazooj), oak acorns,
Gazoo (manna; a sweet sap from oak trees), pistachio trees’ sap, fodder, fuel-wood, charcoal
and food-medicinal plants. Results showed that forest products, traditional livestock and other
sources were allocated 15.12%, 22.75% and 62.13% of total net income respectively. The
annual income of forest products was higher than livestock in some counties (Saravarad and
Marivan), while it was not a significant portion in other places (e.g. Piranshahr). Among forest
products, pistachio sap, galls and fodder are provided the most market values respectively.
Based on our results, each county could be specified for one or two key products regarding both
natural potential and social background. It was suggested to planning for sustainability of
resources, improving the utilization mechanisms, processing and marketing of key products.
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